MINNESOTA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION

MRA Board Meeting Minutes

November 3, 2011
Opportunity Partners

Minnetonka, MN
Members Present: Ashley Herman, Thomas Saby, Mimi Collins, Doreen Hoffman, Pat Bienfang, Jessica Flack, Mark Mertens, Amanda Jensen-Stahl, Dawn Wittwer, Jen Bey, Doris Illies, Jennifer Doroff, Jennifer Beilke, Colleen Andresen
Welcome: Ashley
Introductions

Approve Minutes: Motion was made by Jen, Mark seconded, motion passed unanimously
President’s Report: Ashley

· Sara Sundeen sent a thanks for allowing a silent auction at the Fall MRA conference – she raised $200, to help cover travel expense costs to NRA conferences

· There were 190 attendees at the Fall MRA conference – thank you to Doris and conference committee

· This is the last official meeting of 2011. The executive board will meet in December to put together a budget for 2012 and this will be approved at the January meeting.

· Ashley asked for ideas about the January meeting and welcoming new board members. The executive board will plan the meeting for January. 
Treasurer's Report: Dawn
· Haven’t reimbursed Divisions for MRA pre-conference trainings
· Still have one major bill for Holiday Inn for Fall MRA. Have already paid $7000, but there will be another bill.
· Doris noted that the division goody bags need to be reimbursed, will meet with Dawn.
· Guess of income for Fall MRA conference was close to meeting the projected budget of $2000
· We didn’t spend a lot on speaker fees at conference.
· Dawn will email out once she gets final numbers
· Mark made motion to pass budget, Tom seconded, motion passed unanimously (this I am not sure of know looking back at my notes – do we approve the budget at each meeting?)
President-Elect Report: Pat

· 2012 keep to same schedule, but Pat would like to try a teleconference meeting in the spring to see how that goes. Hopefully that will help cut down on travel.
· Goal to have our own MRA database to keep track of membership and to help with tracking speakers for conference.
NRA Update – Doris

· Doris emailed out a report, but no one had received it
· Doris sat in on the NRAJPD Board
· Discussion of rebates to the state chapters – MN didn’t file a report last year, so we weren’t an active chapter. Colleen stated that the executive committee had in fact done the report together and sent it out. 
· Some states are doing what MN is doing regarding the rebates; some are demanding the money immediately.
· The NRA condo/office will be put up for sale. Offices will be virtual in order to save money.
· Membership – why it is taking so long to enter info could be because of the many different ways you can pay. Membership cost will be going up in January to $150.00 versus $132.00. NRA’s recommendation is the best way to become a member is to sign up online.
· NRA approved a Secretary position on the Board to be more efficient
Past President – Colleen

· Ballots will be closing Wednesday, 11/9.
· Christine Paul will be President-Elect
· A few members did not get ballots. Used list that we had to send out ballots. 
Division Updates:

JPD – Amanda

· JPD Holiday Party is Thursday, December 15th @ Sweeny’s. All are welcomed to join!
· Positive feedback from training at MRA conference. We welcome ideas for future trainings. JPD President for 2012 will be Jennifer Sudmeier from RISE.
VEWAA – Jen
· Working on bank account. Trying to determine if they need their own EIN #? Or use MRA’s #?
· Jen has been asked to be on a National Committee to help other state’s put together their own chapter.

MRCEA – Jen

· Now in the attorney’s hands 

MASPRR – Tom

· Currently doing outreach

· Idea’s pending for Spring Conference
Committee Reports:
Programs: Doris
· Feedback of MRA conference was good
· Will end up making some money

· Feedback was given that attendee’s missed the hospitality room.

· Doris introduced Jen as new co-chair for next year

· Spring conference will be at Mankato 4/18/12 – 4/20/12 at the City Center

Governmental Affairs: Jessica

· Doris will be co-chairing next year

· MRA’s involvement with new policy and what that might look like. How to engage MRA members this year when it is a policy year versus a funding year.
· Day on the Hill next year – most likely will partner with another group again in 2010

· Will have goals posted on the website for next year.

· Suggestions for January training on legislative issues in January, create some webinars (work with John Sherman from DEED?), break out session at the next conference, and invite politicians to the MRA conferences.

Communications: Mimi

· Submit articles and pictures from Fall MRA conference by December 2nd
· NRA link was broken on website, Jason was working to fix it
· Paper membership application with Spotlight? 
· Advertising for website – there was not as much interest. One suggestion came up regarding get a report on how much traffic the website generates. Mimi will look into this.
District/Student Reps:

No report

New Business: 

N/A

Old Business:
N/A 

Motion to Adjourn: made by Jennifer, Tom seconded, motion passed unanimously 

Meeting Minutes taken by Amanda Jensen-Stahl on behalf of Cassandra Avery
