MINNESOTA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION

MRA Board Meeting Minutes

March 3rd, 2011

State Services for the Blind

Saint Paul, MN

Members Present: Jennifer Beilke, Pat Bienfang, Mimi Collins, Katie Hartl, John Hoffman, Tom Saby,  Dawn LaRue-Wittwer, Colleen Andresen, Jen Bey, Annette Sobek, Erin Baumel, Don Ostenson, Cassandra Avery

Welcome and Introductions: Colleen

· Jennifer: stepping down as MRA President; Ashley Herman will be serving remainder of year

· Subsequent meetings to be held at Opportunity Partners, effective in May

Approval of January Minutes: 
· Approval motioned by Tom, seconded by Annette, motion passed 
Treasurer's Report: Dawn

· Current ending account balance: $11, 655.8

· Received $125 from outstanding invoice for Fall Conference.  Also received $96 from former website company, for unused balance of 2010.  

· MASPRR and JPD have contributed $50 each for the new website costs

Program Committee Report: Annette, Katie

· 2 Professional Development Institutes on Wednesday: one on chronic pain, the other on needs of ex-offenders

· Discussion of costs and registration fees; noted that food continues to be the most significant cost of holding conference.  Registration costs have been increased slightly as a result of this for students. 

· Discussion held regarding goals for future conferences: would like to see each division sponsor or co-host a professional development institute in the future 

· Board Meeting will be held on 4/27, 4:45pm; will be abbreviated agenda focusing only on conference business

· Discussion held regarding overall speakers, scheduling and program; refer to website for more information regarding this

· Lunch and vendor fair will be held concurrently on 4/28.  People who visit all vendors will receive some sort of incentive; possibly a continuing education credit?

· Reminder regarding socializing in evenings/networking: 

· 2 hospitality rooms, one non-smoking, with icebreakers in the evening

· NO bar on premises of casino or with meals; however, stores nearby to the hotel for those who wish to bring their own beverages.  

Communications: Mimi and Erin

· New co-chair: Erin Baumel out of Blaine VRS office

· Updating advertising costs, using both Spotlight and website

· Want to have options for vendors to market using both or either one, depending on their preference 

· Will be offering logo, link and a short description of services offered; Mimi and Erin will be contacting vendors currently listed on the website to let them know about costs and updating information; also will be handing out at vendor fair at conference

· Approval of new charges: Motion made by Katie, seconded by Annette; motion passed 

· Mimi is checking to make sure that Spotlight printing and layout costs are still competitive

Division Updates:

· MASPRR: Tom

· Want to increase membership, and want to link from MASPRR portion of website to conference information in order to increase registration if possible

· Request to ensure upcoming Fall 2011 program information is online and kept updated!  
· NASPRR will be recognizing the Minnesota division, and NASPRR president will be attending the Spring Conference 

· VEWAA: Jen

· Will be holding next meeting soon, no date specified

· ARTS: Pat
· Will be contributing at least four baskets for heads and tails raffle at conference

New Business:
· Board Members: need to bring an item for prize drawing at conference!
· 2 new divisions of NRA will be starting: One for program evaluation, and one for people specializing in services for transition age individuals

Motion to Adjourn: made by Tom, Katie seconded, motion passed unanimously 

