MINNESOTA REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION

MRA Board Meeting Minutes

May 6th, 2010

Anoka County Government Center—Workforce Center

Blaine, MN
Welcome and Introductions: Colleen Andresen
· Cassandra Avery—appointed as secretary for remainder of year but no voting 
Members Present: John Hoffman, Doris Illies, Jennifer Beilke, Christine Paul, Pat Bienfang, Sara Sundeen, Dawn Wittwer, Mimi Collins, Mark Mertans, Doreen Hoffman, Sherry Henrickson, Beth Bartel, Cassandra Avery, Jennifer Edin, Katie McCarthy, Hilary Kruckenberg and Colleen Andresen
Approval of Minutes
Report from Treasurer: Dawn Wittwer

· Copies of April and May income and expenses distributed
· Account balance effective 5/5/10: $8639.87
Website Proposal: Beth Bartel

· Updated on meeting regarding redesign of the website by Three Eyed Bird Designs
· Determined that there will be several phases of development, and will be holding off on several features (like online payment)
· Discussion regarding Spotlight for fall, as well as conference mailings and “save the date” cards for fall conference

· Layout and design features: general emails by Board position vs. individual names; photos from conferences and events

· Possibility of creating social media chairperson discussed, determined would fall under Communications committee’s responsibility

· Target date of 8/1 for website launch

· Motion to have website projected at MRA booth for Fall Conference: Sherry H motions, Sara S. seconds, motion passed.

State watchdog discussion and impact on MRA: Colleen Andresen
· Conference attendees from State of Minnesota may have expenses scrutinized

· Also questions remaining regarding whether state employees can accept door prizes at conferences—recent memo 
· Sherry Henrickson will seek clarification regarding door prizes vs. gifts

State Rehab Council Public Forum: Colleen Andresen
· Demographics, Economics, and the Minnesota Budget

· Being held May 26th 2010 from 10am to 4pm at the University of St. Thomas, McNeely Hall Great Room

Spring Conference Review: Sara Sundeen
· Feedback forms from conference attendees rated the content between “good” and “excellent”

· Ratings related to Kahler Grand facilities were lower

· Significantly more people in attendance than had been anticipated, large number of attendees were not MRA members

· Approximately $7,500 net from the conference, likely due to decreased speaker fees and the fact that presenters were expected to pay costs for conference

· Dress for Success professional clothing drive went well—many items donated by conference attendees

Fall Conference Planning Update: Sara Sundeen
· To be held at St. Cloud Holiday Inn

· Many ideas for fall conference topics but no theme yet (email Sara with ideas)

· Would like to have possibility of more in-depth training topic, and offer a three hour session
· Vendor fair: would like to hold poolside, and offer CEUs.  Get foot traffic with meals and treats 

· Will be eliminating MRA sponsored hospitality room, but keep dance.  

· Try to get local celebrity to host the awards 

· Would like each division to sponsor a speaker again

· Possibility of pre-conference options expanding with different divisions sponsoring different sessions

· In effort to increase membership, new or renewing members will get a 10% discount from 10/1 to 10/31
Local Governmental Affairs Funding for conference: Colleen Andresen
· Request for $350.00 assistance to attend conference
· Must provide a write-up for Spotlight before will be reimbursed
Other Updates: All
· JPD Spring Training: May 20th at Fish Lake Pavilion.  Topic will be “Making Connections” and conducted in a roundtable format

· Christine: RCAM having a half day conference in August, date to be firmed up.  Topic will be on ex-offenders, particularly trying to understand their thought processes

· Information regarding the NRA awards information has been mailed.  Nominations must be postmarked by 6/10/10.  See NRA website for more information

· Presidential Fundraiser: July 29th.  Have obtained 25 tickets for St. Paul Saints game.  Will be tailgating beforehand, with prizes and fundraising.  Event will be “family friendly”

· Colleen: Sara’s campaign for NRA.
· Sherry motioned to endorse and support Sara in candidacy for NRA President, Doris seconds (Sara abstains from vote)

· Christine: RCAM not yet an official state unit with NRA.  Exploring how to name and relationship with RCEA
· Possibility of organizing a “run” for fundraising: still pending and gathering details

· Steve Ehlke: Return to Work Coordinator opening in Rochester

· MCIL is conducting a survey in Minnesota regarding the ADA; contact Cindy Tarshish at ADA Minnesota 
